
Monday, July 20, 2020 

Dear BPS Families, 

This week we’ll be engaging with stakeholders across our District for feedback on reopening 
plans for the 2020-21 school year. Below is information regarding our timeline, additional 
information on the BPS Virtual Academy and an FAQ, which will be updated and shared on our 
website at www.birmingham.k12.mi.us.  

BPS Reopening Next Steps  

JULY 21-24 - STAKEHOLDER FEEDBACK SESSIONS 

This week, we will be sharing reopening draft plans with our pre-selected Focus Group 
participants. As a reminder, volunteers for those panels were solicited this past spring with over 
1,000 volunteers. We expanded our panels from one group of 15 to now five groups of 15-20, 
including parent association representatives and staff panelists from across the District. 
Additional questions regarding our reopening plans can be submitted using our FAQ 
submissions form at https://forms.gle/VP4RLxiFjxjXZBZJ6. We will work to answer questions 
and update our FAQs to our website at www.birmingham.k12.mi.us.  

 

JULY 27-29 - BOARD OF EDUCATION FEEDBACK 

Following feedback from our stakeholder groups, plans will be shared with the BPS Board of 
Education for their feedback. Our Board trustees continue to engage with the community and 
provide another opportunity for the voice of families across our District to be heard. 

 

JULY 30-JULY 31 - REOPENING PLANS SHARED WITH THE COMMUNITY 

The deadline for the BPS Virtual Academy has been extended to Aug. 5 to allow families 
time to process the reopening plans before making a decision. We ask that families that 
know now that they will not attend in person to please sign up as soon as possible to aid in our 
planning. 

 

ADDITIONALLY PLANS AND ACTIONS  

● Fall FAQs will be regularly updated and posted on our website, along with the 
reopening plans when published, offering parents a one-stop location to have common 
questions answered. 

● We will be hosting Town Hall events Aug. 3 and 4. Stay tuned for more information 
to come on how to submit questions and view the broadcast. 

 

http://www.birmingham.k12.mi.us/virtuallearning
https://forms.gle/VP4RLxiFjxjXZBZJ6
http://www.birmingham.k12.mi.us/virtuallearning


BPS Virtual Academy Overview 

On July 8, we began soliciting RSVPs to the BPS Virtual Academy, understanding that no 
matter the in-person options offered through our District this fall, there would be families more 
comfortable in or needing an online environment. The initial sign-ups have helped us continue to 
plan our in-person options and move forward with details for the BPS Virtual Academy. 
Following additional planning stemming from initial sign-ups, we wanted to share more details 
on the Virtual Academy. We understand this information will help others to make the decision 
that is most appropriate for their family and appreciate the patience of our community members 
as we work to provide the very best options for all BPS students. 

● What is BPS Virtual Academy? The BPS Virtual Academy is a remote learning 
instructional pathway for students in grades K-12. Core classes will be taught by 
Birmingham teachers. Based on student enrollment, electives courses may be 
provided by a third-party.  Our virtual classes and traditional classes will utilize the 
same resources and requirements. 

● What will it look like for elementary students? Families who choose the BPS 
Virtual Academy for elementary students will receive live instruction from a BPS 
teacher in the areas of English language arts (reading, writing, phonics/word study), 
mathematics, science, social studies and unified arts courses. Students will participate 
in the same unified arts courses as their in-person peers. 

● What will it look like for secondary students? Families who choose the BPS Virtual 
Academy for secondary students will receive live instruction from a BPS teacher in the 
core areas (English, Mathematics, Social Studies and Science). To increase the 
opportunities for students, there will be courses available through a third party 
(accredited and NCAA eligible, such as Michigan Virtual).  

● Where can I learn more? Learn more about the BPS Virtual Academy through the 
FAQs linked here.  The FAQs provide more information around BVA class size, 
schedule release and offerings. 

Please look for a communication from the District next week following the stakeholder feedback 
sessions this week. Please know how much we appreciate the families that have shared their 
voices throughout this process and value the educational partnership that has been 
strengthened during this unique time. 

Sincerely, 

BPS Central Leadership Team 

 

https://www.birmingham.k12.mi.us/cms/lib/MI01908619/Centricity/Domain/4/BPS%20Reopening%20FAQS.pdf
https://www.birmingham.k12.mi.us/cms/lib/MI01908619/Centricity/Domain/4/BPS%20Reopening%20FAQS.pdf

